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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HES E Strictures were drawn up in Sep- 

tember laſt ; but upon the Publication of 
Mr Bate's excellent Reply to the Arch Deacon, 
were laid aſide, as I hoped they might have been 
well ſpared, after the moſt material Points had 
been fo fully confidered, and, in my Opinion, 
judiciouſly ſtated and ſettled. 

But the Perſons, to whoſe Judgment I ſub- 
mitted theſe critical Sketches, thinking, that 
ſome Obſervations, therein contain'd, may throw 
more Light upon this Subject, and afford ſome 
important Evidence, hitherto overlook'd, or not 
duly conſider'd, I am prevail'd upon to lay them 
before the Public, without farther Delay, that 
they may not be quite out of Seafon, or be of- 
fer'd, when the Occation of them may be out 
of Memory. 

The A. D. ſurprizes his Adverſary ſometimes 
like an Indian Buſh-fighter, and ruſhes upon 
him ex zmproviſo without declaring War, or, 
what is worſe, without Provocation, as in my 
Caſe. Upon Occaſion he can indeed bravely 
ſtand forth ex aperto, and defy his Opponents, 
with a magiſterial Air adviſing an Antagonitt to 
lay down his Arms, give up his Fort, and ſur- 

render 


render at Diſcretion. But I was exhorted by 
ſuch, as had read his Books and &new the Au- 
thor, to ſtand my Ground only, without retreat- 
ing or making the leaſt Motion either Way, to 
avoid the impending Danger of THIS WAVE. 
Tho it may ſ&m to threaten Deſtruction, ſaid 
a friendly By-Stander, where it meets with any 
Obſtacle in it's Way, it will certainly fall at our 


Feet in a ſoft, harmleſs, Froth. 


The Reader is deſired to compare the Cita- 
tions, as he proceeds, with the Doctor's Book 
for his own Satisfaction, and my Juſtification ; 


tho' this has been already done by two impartial 
Friends, at my Requeſt, 
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OCTOR SHARP having been 
pleas'd to take more Notice of Me 
and my Labours in his Cherubim than 

either of them deſerve, I ought not 

entirely to neglect and appear inſenſible of ſo 
great a Favour. But there are inſurmountable 
Reaſons againſt my making a particular Reply to 
every Part of this elaborate Performance. Such 


are principally, a Diſparity of Abilities in the 


Authors, and the Want of a Capacity in me to 


fix the Doctor's Meaning on ſome Topicks and 


what he would abide by Many labour'd 
Intricacies in his Remarks, which render them 
unanſwerable, as the Criticiſms upon «emoay & 
meorixumray together with ſome bold Gueſſes up- 

on the moſt important Subjects, &c. &c. &c. 
Tho' I was not among the Number of the 
Doctor's firſt Opponents, yet I am now plac'd 
in the Front of them, and diſtinguiſh'd in his 
Title Page by a Motto taken from a Book, 
which has given him much Offence, tho' neither 
Ry Himſelf, 


2 S TRIC TURES, &e. 
Himſelf, nor his Works were thought of by 


me when it was written. However from the 
Theſis which he adopted, I was partly at leaſt 
prepar d to expect a Conformity to it, in the 
ſubſequent Tract, little thinking that ſuch a 
Writer ſhould take a Text, and pay no Regard 
to it in a Diſcourſe ſubjoined to it; Such an Ex- 
ample will not, I truſt, be follow d even by the 
Clergy under his own Juriſdiction. But it will 
appear that the Charge of his having done ſo is 
true from comparing this Text or Motto with 
the following Paſſages in theſe Diſcourſes. The 
Theſis declares againſt admitting unſupported 
Conjectures in Caſes of Moment, and giving 
them the ſame Credit, as is due to real Truths. 
But the Theme is full of ſuch Conjectures, of 
which ſome Inſtances ſhall be given, as many as 
my Time and Patience will allow me to pro- 
duce. For I can't tranſcribe ſuch a Volume or 
the greater Part of it, 

A Paſlage in Page 126 gave me ſo much Of- 
fence, that I proceeded in my Progreſs thro' this 
Performance with greater Caution and leſs Speed, 
than where We may truſt the Ground We tread 
upon. The Arch Deacon's Words are 

« Tt cannot be ſaid that there was no way of 
diſtinguiſhing the human Nature from the Di- 

Vine, 
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vine, by ſome ſuitable Emblem, which would 
have been as eaſily explain'd by Revelation or 
Tradition, as the other animal Repreſentatives 
of the Divine Perſons were. A deſpicable Reptile 
at the feet of the Beaſts would better have ſuited 
the emblematical Nature of the Viſion (if it had 
been defign'd to denote the Trinity and Man) 
and would have made it more of a Piece, than 
the Repreſentation of Man in his own form — 
A blind Worm &c.” 

This propos'd Subſtitution may be admitted 
and admir'd perhaps by ſome unthinking Read- 
ers as a pretty Conceit flowing from an humble 


Mind. But ſuch as think and confider Things 


as they are and in a juſt Light will diſtinguiſh 
between unchriſtian Meanneſs and true Chriſtian 
Humility, Theſe dare not debaſe that Nature 
ſo low which was united to the Divine, or con- 
ſider a Reptile, even a blind Worm to be a ſuit- 
able Emblem of the Image of God, or even of 
fallen Man, for whom Chriſt died, eſpecially 
when he is conſider d as aſſociated with the 
Three Divine Perſons, as repreſented in the Che- 
rubim. The A. D. is aware of what may pro- 
bably be ſaid, upon a Suppoſition that the Man 
in the Figures is applicable principally if not 


2 Can the A. D. let us know, what Suitableneſs there is be- 
tween the other Emblems and the Perſons they repreſent ? 


A 2 ſolely 
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ſolely to the Humanity of Chriſt, as it muſt 
have that Senſe principally when in this Situa- 
tion: But he ſays not enough to obviate ſuch 
ſhocking Conſequences which muſt follow from 
receiving his hypothetical Subſtitution, ſhould 
the Man here repreſented be the Man Chriſt 
Jeſus, ſince God and Man is One Chriſt. But 
if Mankind only were meant, his Emblem will 
not be ſuitable, when it is compar'd with the 
true State of the Caſe, as the Image of God once 
defac'd and loſt, was immediately reſtor'd and 
ſtamp'd afreſh by the promis'd Seed. Many im- 
penitent Sinners will finally and eventually be in 
a lower and leſs deſirable Rank than Reptiles, 
for whom no ſuitable Emblem can be appoint- 
ed; but theſe cannot be known to the A. D. or 
Me. Sufficient it will be for us not to be found 
in that Number. 

But the other Conjectures abounding in the 
firſt Diſcourſe may and will, I doubt not, be 
collected with proper Remarks by ſuch as are 
more immediately concern'd in that Part of the 
Controverſy, to whom I leave them. The next 
exceptionable Paſſage which I ſhall tranſcribe is 
in P. 147, written in the conjectural Style and 
not I conceive to be ſupported by plain, ſatisfac- 
tory Proofs. We read thus — «© However the 
Heathen Mythology, Philoſophy and Worſhip 

may 
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may receive (or hath receiv'd from learned and 
diſcreet Hands) Illuſtration from Scripture ; 
And however the Scripture may receive or hath 
receiv'd Confirmation or Illuſtration in ſome Points, 
particularly as, in Chronology, Chorography, 
and Hiſtorical Facts, from profane Writings : 
Yet the Scripture 1s not to be expounded in any 
Points of Conſequence to Faith and Practice 
(Q. Whether by Heathens only, or by other 
learned, or diſcreet Hands) merely by Heathen 
Cuſtoms or fabulous Traditions.” 

In this Paragraph, Truth, Uncertainty, Er- 
ror, or to ſpeak ſoftly, unſupported Conjecture 
and Ambiguity are ſo blended together that a 
fine drawing of the Engliſh Poet is plac'd before 
us and realiz'd where Truth or Falſhood are re- 
preſented as preſſing cloſely upon each other, 
contending for the Way. 

It is true that Mythology, Philoſophy, and 
Worſhip may and have receiv'd Illuſtration from 
Scripture, It is not true that the Scripture 1s a- 
ny Way oblig'd to prophane Writings for what 
We find therein in Points of Chronology, Cho- 
rography, or Hiſtorical Facts. As to Chrono- 
logy it is rather confounded than afliſted by 
Heathen Writings as is demonſtrated, I think, 
by Mr. Kennedy, in comparing the Scripture with 
all other Chronology. The Scripture likewiſe in 

the 
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the Names of Places and Countries is no Way 
indebted to profane Writings for the Propriety 
of them, wherein a peculiar deſcriptive Excel- 
lence not obſervable in Names merely arbitrary, 
is conſpicuous. And as to hiſtorical Facts, there 
are very few to be depended upon of antient 
Date but what We find there, or are to be de- 
rived from thence, as Biſhop St:/lingfleet has 
prov'd in his Origines Sacre, wherein are ſhewn 
likewiſe the Source and Foundations of Mytho- 
logy and the moſt remarkable Heathen Fables, 
and their Theology are trac'd up to this Spring 
head — If the Reader will add the Obſervations 
in Struchmeyerus and compare both with the 
Bible, he will have no Occaſion to ſeek for 
Truth upon theſe Subjects in profane Writings, 
which will puzzle rather than improve his Know- 
ledge : What credible Account could we give 
of our own Original, of the Birth of this World 
and the Peopling of it from any Heathen Re- 
cords? Can they inform Us how Arts and Sci- 
ences began ? How Religion, and Irreligion, Sin 
and Death were firſt ſpread and prevaii d in this 
Syſtem ? And the Scriptures only give a true 


Account of true and the firſt Riſe of falſe Wor- 


ſhip. 
A good Writer who publiſh'd an Anſwer to 
one Mr. Gill under the Title of The Importance 


of 
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of Rabbinical Learning, in the Year 1746, exact- 
ly agreeing with me in my Sentiments upon this 
Subject, ſhall be quoted here to free me from 
any Charge of being ſingular, and he corrobo- 
rates his Opinion by the Authority of another 
great Author. The Words in this Piece may 
be read as follows — 

A very great Author ſays, © I bring not in a- 
ny One's Opinion to confirm the Scripture, nor 
do I value any One's Opinion which oppoſes it ; 
'tis below me to make any ſuch Compariſon; I 
had made a vaſt Collection concerning Things 
of this Nature from human Writings, and 
thought I ſhould have had great Service from 
them, but am pleaſingly diſappointed, in find- 
ing that the Scripture will explain the ancient 
human Writings, but needs not them to explain 
it.“ 

Theſe Authorities will I think weigh down 
any fingle Ipſe dixit — 

The Garden of Eden will account for many 
idolatrous Imitations among the Nations and for 
their ſacred Groves. The real firft Paradiſe will 
ſhew the Plan of Alcincus's Gardens and the E- 
Haan fields. Whatever Spencer or the Arch 
Deacon may ſuggeſt I ſhall never be perſuaded 
that the Cherubim ſet up at Eden were an Exhi- 
bition copyed from an Egyptian Original, till I 


am 
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am convinc'd that One of thoſe Figures was an 
Imitation of a French Griffon, 

It muſt likewiſe be obſerv'd, that by the a- 
bove Paſſage Chriſtian as well as Heathen Wri- 
ters may be allow'd a Share in confirming and 
illuſtrating the 8.8. But then the Chriſtian Wri- 
ters muſt be diſcreet, not ſuch, I ſuppoſe, as 
Meſſ. Hutchinſon, Holloway, Bate and the Au- 
thor of Elibu — but they muſt be as clear Rea- 
ſoners and as ſober Conjecturers as the A. D. 
and his Allies. 

This is inferr'd from the A. D. ſaying that 
the S. in ſome excepted Caſes, is not to be ex- 
pounded merely by Heathen Cuſtoms or fabu- 
lous Traditions, ſo that Scripture Proofs may 
come in Aid in Matters of Faith and Practice. 

This is reverencing the Word of God in a 
new and uncommon Manner, however, I think, 
we are hereby allow d to borrow from One In- 
ſpir'd Writer to explain another by Way of ad- 
ditional Confirmation or Illuſtration. 

P. 166. It is here allow'd that Ezekiel wor- 
ſhipp'd God, not Angels, when he fell down 
(eos) or proſtrated himſelf before the Emblems 
or likeneſs of 4 living Creatures g — But then 
ſays the learned Caſuiſt, if I underſtand him, al- 
tho the Cherubim were before him, yet this Act 
of Homage or Proſtration was not paid to them, 

but 
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but to the Glory. Should a common Writer 
urge this as an Argument to defend an unſup- 
ported Aſſertion, it would be called a trifling 
Diſtinction and uſeleſs Conjecture ſince neither 
the Glory nor the Cherubim were the real Divi- 
nity, which no Man hath ſeen, nor can ſee; 
But either of them or both might be equally ap- 
pointed to be repreſentative Emblems of the Di- 
vinity ; Eſpecially the Cherubim, which God is 
ſaid expreſly to inhabit. Whoever will peruſe 
only the Extracts cited by Mr. Hutchinſon from 
Buxtorf and others in Glory and Gravity, P. 101. 
2, 3, laſt Ed. upon this Subject, will want no 
other Refutation of Dr. S——'$ irreverent No- 
tions of the Cherubim or any farther Confirma- 
tion of the Account given of theſe Glorious Fi- 
gures by the Doctor's Opponents. Take a Spe- 
cimen here — © Zohar upon Exodus and Bod. 
Lexic. 188, The Ox, the Eagle, the young 
Lion and the Man are the four Animals of the 
Chariot of the Bleſſed God. Pf. LXVII.—18. 
The Lord is in them Buxt. ibid. P. 191. Rab. 
Beckat on the Law, calls them — The Type of 
the Throne of Glory, (of God) the Habitation 


of the Divine Majeſty.” Towards the Cloſe of 


theſe Citations, One is ſet down from the Tal- 
mudiſts, ſhewing that they extended the Prohi- 
bition in Exodus to the Sacred Animals, whence 
B perhaps 
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perhaps the A. D. might borrow his Hint. But 
ſurely This was ſet down by Mr. Hutchinſon on- 
ly to expoſe the Abſurdity and Self-Contradic- 
tion of theſe Men, little thinking that a ſimilar 
Interpretation, or the Opinion of any learned 
and good Chriſtian could be from hence ſuggeſt- 
ed or countenanced thereby. 

But to proceed — 

After reading P. 171. and the curious Note at 
the Bottom, it will appear, who is a bold Con- 
jecturer, and how clofely the A. D. follows his 
Text. 

Zebi, he tells us, ſignifies four Times, De- 
cor, Gloria, and another Time, raiſed, projett- 
ing Work. Therefore the fifth Senſe muſt give 
place to and be conſtrued by the four. Should 
this Argument conclude, few Words us'd in a 
Senſe of Accommodation or Alluſton will be ad- 
mitted, when us'd in their primary and proper 
Ideal Senſe as Angelus, Elabim, Logos &c. But 
the Note tells us It may be of Chaldee or Arabie 
Extraction, as he is informed. 

I have ſuch a Chriſtian Reſpect for the good 
A. D. that I would adviſe him not to place too 
much Confidence in any Informers. This as 
well as Others, If I gueſs right in this particu- 
lar, may deceive him. Should this be the Caſe; 


he may be perſuaded to exchange his true Ster- 
ling 
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ling Hebrew for Counterfeit Arabic — Xguora 
Yanrxaw — Thus he will lean, not without 
Danger upon a Reed, tho' (by ſuffering under 
ſome untoward Uſage) it is a bruiſed One. But 
the Word it ſeems in this ſame Arabic, which 
will help to prove quodlibet ex quolibet ſignifies, 
Clauſit, abduxit, intumuit whence might come 
Zeb, Currus cameratus. As I have no Reaſon 
to think that Ezeze/ fetch'd his Zebi from Ara- 
bic, I reje& that Hypotheſis and ſhall not give 
up the Hebrew, tho' it may be the fifth Senſe. 
But the A. D. himſelf is far from being fix'd in 
this Opinion. 

“Under this Arabic Verb is likewife found 
the Noun Zeb. Lacertæ Arabice ſeu Libycæ 
genus, diſtentiore Corpore & cauda, eademque 
aculeata; according to Giggeius, Crocodilus, 
which may be the 2yn Levit XI.—29. render'd 
by our Tranſlators Tortoiſe by the Gr. Kgox. &c. 
According to theſe two different Etymologies, 
the beſt Lexicographers Kimchi and Others have 
rank'd Zeb: and Zeb under two different Claſſes 


a To ſoften the palpable Abſurdity of ſuppoſing that Ezekie! 
borrow'd an Expreſſion from a Language not then form'd, We 
are told without any Authority, but the uſual One of the Con- 
jectural Kind — that Probably the antient Hebrews had two Words 
in thetr Language — One anſwering to a Chaldee Word = the 
other to the Arabic = as juſt cited. 


B 2 tho 
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tho' * they have not given any good Account of 
Zeb to juſtify their ſo doing.” 
What this is produc'd for or what Pertinent 
Inference can be drawn from theſe Premiſſes 
will puzzle I think a more penetrating Logician 
than I pretend to be or a more fortunate Conjec- 
turer than the A, D. The Reader may try what 
he can do, and when he can boaſt of an Eupyxa 
he may proceed with the Book to two other 
Words, tho', after all, the A. D. infers only, 
that they have no neceſſary Relation to Cherubim 
meaning I preſume, that when the Conteſt re- 
quires a different Conſtruction, they need not be 
applied in the ſame Manner. So after wandring 
and taking us aſide into different Roads he leaves 
us where he found us. But no Thanks are due 
to a Perſon who would perſuade us to quit Ho- 
ly Ground, even that pleaſant Land, to roam in 
the dry and barren Deſarts of Arabia, fit only 
for Exiles and Vagabonds. But even the cau- 
tious A. D. did not attend to one Inconſiſtency 
in this Note, tho' it deſtroys a refin'd Obſerva- 
tion of his own upon Glory and Cherubim which 
are ſuppos'd to have different Imports in his Diſe 
tinction upon Ezekzel's Proſtration of himſelf 


a Why then is the Reader perplex'd with ſuch Stuff? It 
ought to be return'd upon the Hands of Kimchi and his Partners, 
who offer it under a Pretence of its being ſuperexcellent. 


before 
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before them, inaſmuch as he tells us now at ſet- 
ting out that Zebi ſignifies Glory, Decor Gloria, 
and indeed St. Paul calls the Cherubim the Che- 
rubim of Glory. So that if Both give that Idea, 
he need not have been at the Trouble of ſetting 
down a Difference in Reſpect of their typical 
Aſpect or Repreſentation, or that the Glory was 
the Divinity and not the Cherubim. 

There was no Foundation for his Diſtinction, 
and Ezekiel may be ſuppos d to have proſtrated 
himſelf in an Act of Adoration to and before the 
Cherubim, as well as to and before the Glory — 
Nay — he muſt have done ſo as they were inſe- 
parable. 

About the Middle of P. 173 — the Conjectu- 
ral Spirit returns and dictates — © I ſhall only 
obſerve — that / the Cherubim — they ſhould 
have been &c. — or &c. — Gueſs again Sir, — 
the more you gueſs, the better Chance you have 
for being right! Qurs eft enim, qui totum diem 


jaculans, non aliquando collineet ? P. 174 We are 


told that Gaon is us'd in a reproachful Senſe as 
well as a good One — But if the good One is to 
be thought the worſe, on this Account, moſt of 
the Divine Attributes may be taken away by a 
Parity of Reaſoning, in having been profan'd by 
the Heathens Application of them to their Idols. 
But how the Remarks about Erbbaal, unctus, 

auctus 
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auctus or amplificatus affect this Argument, I 
muſt ſubmit to a more ſagacious Apprehenſion 
than mine to diſcover. 

P. 175 We read I have not, any neceſſary» 
but may be — at it again What may be, may not 
be — if to be underſtood of a Temple, he might 
add — the Temple of Epheſus or perhaps the 
Capitol of Rome may be meant as well as that of 
Jeruſalem. I come now to P. 190 where one 
would think, the Authority of Glaſ/zs is cited 
with or without Deſign in Confirmation of what 
is ſaid by the Author of Elibu, if it be produc'd 
to prove any Thing. For it is acknowledg'd 
that Cherubim alludes to, or may have a twofold 
Aſpect — One to the Cherubim in Paradiſe, men- 
tion being made of the Garden of Eden — The 
othor to the * Cherubim in the Temple, mention 
being made of the Mountain of God in the fame 
Verſe. 


a The Words of GAH, are 

Quidam ad imagines angelicas Exod. XXV in Sanctuario poſi- 
tas reſpici exiſtimant, cum in Monte Sanctitatis Dei poſitus eſſe 
dicitur, cumque h obtegens, de Cherubim propitiatoris uſur- 
petur Exod. XXV.—20. Quid fi ad utramque (Horti quippe 
Hedenis antecedenti verſu expreſſa fit mentio) reſpectus habeatur ? 
Phila. ſacra. 

Notwithſtanding the Conjectures of Anglical Doctors, Glafſizs 
ſets down and ſeems by the Interrogative Manner of ſpeaking to 
maintain ſtrongly what is ſuggeſted by the A. D. in the Clauſe 
here cited. Quid fi fays he (which plainly implies his not ac- 

quieſcing 
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This is candid and ingenuous, as was the 
Doctor's ſupplying an Omiſſion of Dr s 


in ſetting down Scapula s Interpretation of eh,. 


Twosy opxw Cited in Appen. to Chriſtian Plan. 
Had the worthy A. D. us'd the ſame Candour 
in his Critic upon the Paſſage taken from Fe- 
næus he would have fav'd me the Trouble of 
pointing out an Omiſſion in him, which could 
not have eſcap'd the Obſervation of one, who 
ſifted this Part of Ireneus ſo nicely and critically 
as he has done. Had every material Part rela- 
ting to the S. Emblems been produc'd. The 
public then might have ſeen that Ireneus had 
named and expreſly alluded to the Figures of the 
Cherubim as to well known Emblems. 

But to take off or abate the Force and Weight 
of the Evidence ariſing from the proper Appli- 
cation of this Paſſage, the A. D. would ſeem to 
intimate that Jrenaus herein produc'd only a 
Medium to prove that there are four Goſpels. 
He might have added that he intended a Diſſer- 
tation upon the Number four, and to inſtance 
many - remarkable Things which this Numeral 


quieſcing in the Opinion of the Quidam) ad utramque ( Horti 
quippe Hedenis antecedenti verſu expreſſa fit mentio) reſpectus 
habeatur ? 

I muſt add that from the Doctor's Approbation of this Paſlage 
in Glaſſius and thereby embracing both Sides of the Queſtion his 
Impartiality muſt be acknowledged. 


deſcribes. 
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deſeribes. But this venerable Biſhop did: not 
make ſuch Remarks for ſuch trifling Purpoſes. 
However he may appear at his firſt ſetting out, 
he brightens and ſhines more as he riſes, till he 
comes to a perfect Day and diſplays a Meridian 
Luſtre. From natural or præternatural Images 
he leads and draws his Readers to the View and 
Illaſtration of the moſt ſublime Truths and the 
opening of the higheſt Myſteries of Chriſtianity. 
Ex funm dat lucem. So here he takes Occafion 
from mentioning the Figures of the Cherubim to 
give his Readers, the true ſpiritual Interpretation 
of them: So that unleſs theſe Figures had been 
real and well known Emblems, they could not 
have been the Foundation of ſuch a Superſtruc- 
ture. But to put this Matter out of all doubt, 
he ſets down the Names and Forms of the Anis 
mals and then gives their Signification. Þ Will 
lay both before the Reader tho the A. D. has 
not, and ſubjoin the Original in Greek and Latin 
that my Interpretation may be compar d with: it. 
Irenæus in this Chapter writes thus 

« From whence it is manifeſt that he Word, 
Logos, Verbum, the Artificer of all Things, who 
fate upon or over the Cherubim, and compre- 
hends all Things, when manifeſted to Men, 
gave a Goſpel which has an Aſpect to four prin- 
cipal Parts or Points, contain'd in or under one 
Spirit 


r 


$ 
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Spirit — As David earneſtly deſirous of his Ad- 
vent, ſays — Let him appear, or may'ſt thou 
who fitteſt upon the Cherubim, appear and be 
manifeſt. For the Cherubim were four Perſons, 
Faces or Repreſentations of the Diſpenſation of 
the Son of God, i. e. figur d forth the Tranſac- 
tion of the Redemption of Man by Chi. For 
the firſt Animal like a Lion ſignifieth the Effi- 
cient Cauſe, as Principal herein and acting a 
Royal Part — The Second like to uοανν Gr. Vi- 


tulo Lat. of the Bull or Ox Kind, fignifieth the 


Sacrifical or the Sacerdotal Character or Order, 
typically, the Deity, to whom alone Sacrifice 
appertains, as it doth to abſolve and forgive Sin. 
But the third Animal having the Face of a Man, 
manifeſteth by or in Sculpture, His Advent in 
the Form of a Man. The fourth like a flying 
Eagle, ſheweth the Grace of the Spirit flying to 
the Church, and the Goſpels harmonize with 
theſe Emblems, in or among which Chriſt reſi- 
deth.” 1 

ä treneus P. 221. — Ed. Grabe. 
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Ex quibus manifeſtum eſt, quoniam qui eſt 
omnium Artifex Verbum qui ſedit ſuper Cheru- 
bim, & continet omnia, declaratus hominibus, 
dedit nobis quadriforme Evangelium, quod uno 
Spixitu continetur. Quemadmodum & David 


poſtulans ejus Adventum, ait — Qui ſedes ſuper 
Cherubim, appare. At enim Cherubim quadri- 


formia, & forme ipſorum imagines diſpoſitionis 
Filii Dei. Primum enim Animal, inquit, ale 
leoni, efficabile ejus, & principale, & regale ſig - 
nificans. Secundum vero ſimile Vitulo, ſacrifi- 
calem & ſacerdotalem Ordinationem ſignificans. 
Tertium verò Animal babens faciem, quaſi huma- 
nam, quæ eſt ſecundum Hominem, Adventum 
ejus manifeſtè deſcribens: Quartum verò ſimile 
Aquilæ volantis, Spiritüs in Ecclefiam volantis 
gratiam manifeſtans. Et Evangelia igitur his 
conſonantia, in quibus inſidet Chriſtus Jeſus. 

This 


S TRIC TURES, Se. 19 


This Concluſion declares the Intention of the 
good Biſhop in drawing this Parallel. The Fi- 
gures are brought to expound the Spiritual 
Meaning of them: but at the ſame Time theſe 
being ſo produc'd demonſtrates the Truth of 
there having been ſuch, otherwiſe they could 
not have given Occaſion for ſuch a Comment 
upon them. And ſuch a Comment eftabliſhes 
the Hypotheſis, (if that Name muſt be us'd in 
this Caſe,) of the A. D's Opponents. It ought 
likewiſe to be obſerved from this Application 
and laſt Clauſe that the Inſpiration and Divine 
Authority of the Goſpels muſt be inferr'd from 
hence, as a neceſſary Conſequence, fince the 
fame Spirit, which animated our Lords human 
Frame, breath'd in his Word, as written in the 
W Goſpels. 

To this may be added what Robertſon = 
under 309 P. 434. 

The Word Cherubim retains the fame Form 


and Sound in the Original Languages of both 


Teſtaments and in the LXX Verſion and in 
many Others, ſo that I ſuppoſe it would have 
been thought a Kind of Sacrilege to have alter'd 
the firſt literal Form. St. Paul has confirm'd 
this Suppoſition by giving us the Hebrew in 
Greek Letters. But as Robertſon has been very 
PE in his Expoſition of the Verb and ra- 

C 2 dical 
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dical Noun I ſhall lay before the Reader enough 
for his Satisfaction, that he may eg i 
with the Section of Conjectures. 

A inde radicale ay in Cherub, Chem. 


binus, 3 imago humana, ſed alata; operculo pro- 


pitiatorio arcæ fæderis impoſita Exod, XXV.—1$ 
repreſentans inviſibiles, unde & Meſes Angelos 
ante Paradyſum collocatos Cherubim appellavit, 
ut Populus, nomine noto, & quaſi viſibili, me- 
lius comprehenderet Angelos inviſibiles. Bu. 
Lex. h juxta Ab. Ezram genus eſt & univer- 
ſale nomen ad omnem figuram, niſi quod ea, 
quæ ſunt in lege, humanam habebant eſſigiem, 
quo pacto modò depinguntur: quæ verò ſunt in 
Ezech. X.—1 4, & quatuor facies unicuique: facies 
unius facies 200 Cherub, & facies ſecundi, 
facies hominis &c. Pagn. Verùm Cherubim di- 
cuntur non a figur2 ipſi, ſed quod repreſentarent 
Cherubim Sanctuarii — Eſt autem annotandum, 
quod Dofores Hebræorum (ut teſtatur R. D.) 
putarunt Caph in 2175 effe literam deſervientem 
& exponunt $2171 cut puer, ſeu Adoleſcens 
— quod fint inſtar puerorum — Porro ſpeciali- 
ter videtur facies 2113 Cap. X. eſſe facies bovis, 


que Cap. primo memorata fuerat. Hoc nomen 


cum 237, quod gi vehi, affinitatem habet. 299 
five plur. EY219719 græc. xine eſt figura qua- 
tuor animalium in unum conflatorum — facies 

quatuor, 
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quatuor, leonis, bovis, aquilæ, hominis, alæ a- 
quilinæ inſuper. Hoc Emblema fuit in Templo 
ſuper arca (unde Deus dicebatur habitare inter 
Cherubim) & in adyto poſuerat Solomo &c. Vid. 
Ezek. I. & X. & confer Apoc. IV. —6. 7. Ezek. 
X. — 14. intelligitur facies Bovis, At J. A 
VH.-29. Leones, Boves, & Cherubim, h. e. 
cæteræ formæ Cherubinice — Gen. III.—24. 4 
collocavit ad Orientem Paradiſi n DN — 
hoc eſt — Angelos ſignif. ſuo modo emblema 
ray Cherubim &c. &c. 

After reading what is written above about 
this Opinion the Reader will make due Allow- 
ances for what is faid in this Reſpect by Robert 
Jon, as it ſtands unſupported by Argument. 

The A. D. I fear might be led aſtray by fol- 
lowing Robertſon implicitly in what he ſays un- 
der this Word, without perhaps obſerving that 
his'Authorities are built upon a Syriack and A- 
rabick Foundation only — His Words are upon 
this Point — 

Probubile eſt, totam figuram denominari ab 
animal! uno, nempe bove aratore. 

D Syris & Arabibus eſt arare. Murder will 
out — eſpecially that Kind which is attended 
and followed by the moſt pernicious and de- 
ſtructive Effects. 


Should 
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1: Should it be aſked how the A. D. can con- 
clude from hence that ſuch a Word in Hebrew 
did ſignify to engrave becauſe one in Syr. or A- 
rab. had the Senſe of plowing, on Account of 
an Ideal Analogy between furrowing and engra- 
ving, I cannot make it out without ſuppoſing 
that Hebrew Words borrow their Ideas and 
Meaning from Languages not formed when 
that was given by God: The Doctor I think 
had better take the next Root in Robertſon to his 
Aſſiſtance. I mean Ni fodit, excidit, and add 
Aas part the Compound 25 both togethe? 
may well fignify a Carved great One, and ſo 
come within the Horeb Prohibition, and ſo far 
anſwer his Scheme. But if he will not accept 
of this Conjecture, I will take it again. This 
Experiment is recommended only here as a more 
innocent Expedient for ſupporting the A. D's 
Hypotheſis than what he has attempted, tho“ 
this Method of inveſtigating the Original Ideas 
of Hebrew Words in general may be an uſeful] 
Rule of Interpretation on many Occaſions and 
when uſed with proper Care, Skill, and Cau- 
tion, will open to us a large and new F ield of 
curious Knowledge. 

One General Rule of nnen runs thee' 
this Argument and Book of the A. D's, which 


1s 1 to all Caſes and reſolves all Doubts 
and 
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and Difficulties. This is ſet down in P. 242. in 
Order to get looſe from and evade the Strength 
of an Argument in Elibu Prel. Diſc. P. 44. 
It may be anſwer'd ſays the wary A. D. that 
there is a Senſe, in which this is true, and there 
is a Senſe in which it is not ſo.“ He might re- 
member in this Determination the trite Axiom 
Nihil non diſtinctionibus eſt defendendum and 
the Reſolution us d by many Diſputants, in ali- 
quibus tenet, in aliquibus non. Natural Logick 
indeed is ſufficient for ſuch Ratiocination and Se 
R. de Coverly's much may be ſaid on both Sides is 
equipollent to the above cited Diſtinctions. 
But it is Time to call another Cauſe and 
therefore I proceed to P. 2 56. where we read 
The Reaſon of no Similitude in Horeb ſub- 
ſiſted from the Beginning, and forbids, IJ ap- 
prehend, without good Proof firſt produc d to 
the Contrary, our interpreting ſupernatural Ex- 


hibitions of natural Forms, as Pictures or I- 


mages of the Godhead, as much as it forbids 
our putting that Conſtruction upon any ſolid 
image Work, tho' made by Gods own Appoint- 
ment. 
The Inferences from this Paſſage ſhall be left 
for the Reader to draw, after he has perus'd the 
learn d A. D's Comment upon it. I neither care 
nor dare to do it myſelf as theſe Images were 
plac'd 
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plac d in che Temple by divine Appointment, 
tho the Prohibition in the ſecond Command- 
ment extends from the higheſt Angels to the 
loweſt Reptile or Blind-M orm — to the Likeneſs 
of any Thing that is in Heaven above or in the 
Earth beneath. How then could the Cherubim 
be the Likeneſs of Angels, or of Man in any 
Form. I can only infer for myſelf that for 
theſe Reaſons the Cherubim repreſented uncreat- 
ed Beings not made with Hands, and ſo not 
comprehended in the Prohibition, 

This Account may ſerve to juſtify that Ex- 
poſition of the Hymn entitled Te Deum in ſup- 
poling Cherubim and Seraphim to be more than 
and diſtinct from Angels, even the Trinity in 
Unity repreſented by the Cherubic Faces. As to 
the ſuppos'd Tautology inferr'd from this Inter- 
pretation of Cherubim and Seraphim ſignifying 
the Deity, our Friend Glaſſius in his Onomat. 
will help us to a Solution of this Objection, by 
accqunting for the many Names of God by a 
proper Explication of them. At the ſame Time 
Trenæus, another common Friend of Ours, in the 
Paſſage above cited prefixes the Articles r and 
ra to XG correſponding with the Engliſh 
THE and I think that the Triſagion in the 
Hymn was taken from Iſaiah VI.— I. and Rev. 
IV. — Which Paſſages I humbly conceive are 

beſt 
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beſt interpteted of the Perſons repreſented by 
the four Cherubic Forms. However it may be 
obected to from an Idea of three Men praifirig 
themſelves, yet when it is view'd aright, fo far 
a8 our Intellectual and Spiritual Sight can extend 
and judge, no Abſurdity need be laid to the 
Charge of this Interpretation, inaſmuch as three 
different divine Perſons are here doing Honour 
to each other for the reſpective Shares underta- 
ken and executed in a ſupernatural Manner, to 
effect a Purpoſe and End, which they deem d to 
be worthy of their Interpoſition and Aſſiſtance, 


paying at the ſame Time a ſpecial Acknowledg- 


ment to che Second Perſon or God Man, for ta- 
king upon him the principal Part of this amazing 
Work of Redemption. Such as receive the Be- 
nefit of this Act of Grace, muſt I think add their 


low Voices to the divine Chorus; in Order to ce- 


lebrate the Praiſes of Him, who ſitteth upon the 
Throne, even the Lamb flain from the Foinda: 

tion of the World. * 
If the Word Seraphim be a Campo of 
Stain (the Abbreviation of the Relative Aſher ) 
and a Noun from the Verb RaPHa to heal, as 
learned and good Men have thought, it will ſig- 
nify the Heglers, and ſo give us an amiable Idea 
of the Biabim differing in Signification from Ce- 
_ tho predicated of the fame ſupreme. Be- 
"oy * ing, 
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ing, whereby the Objection of Tautology va- 


niſhes. The Brazen Serpent lifted up in the 
Wilderneſs, and remaining till the Reign of He- 
zekiab, named Numb. XXI.—8. Saraph, and 
healing all that were. mortally wounded by the 
Bite of fiery Serpents, typified the great Healer 
or ÆAſculapius of the Human Race. The Votaries 
of the Heathen God ſo named till uſe a Serpent, 
as emblematical of their Art. So that here in 
this Etymology is a deſcriptive Idea exhibited, 
and a viſible material Image correſponding with 
One that is Spiritual, viz. — Jeſus Chrift being 
lifted up upon the Croſs to cure all ſuch as look 
up to him with an Eye of Faith and Supplica- 
tion, tho' bitten by the venomous Serpents, Sin 
and Satan, in their Paſſage thro' the Wilderneſs 
of this World, whoſe Wounds muſt otherwiſe 
have been mortal. How will the A. D. recon- 
eile this Fact with what he hath faid about 10 
Similitude being allow'd &c. when this was ex- 


preſly commanded ? 


I know not whether the Talmudical Doctors 


may have a Salvo in this Caſe, as in that of the 
Similitude at Horeb. But the A. D. will ob- 
ſerve, that the Similitude or Likeneſs of any Thing 
in Heaven or Earth, whether carved or not, 
was prohibited at Horeb, not long before the 
Divine Command was given for the Brazen Ser- 
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pent, Beſides in this Caſe, Moſes is order d ex- 
preſly, — Make to or for thyſelf &c, tho the 
Prohibition at Horeb is ſet down in contradicto- 
ry Expreſſions. The learned A. D. ſhould affiſt 
Moſes herein by untying this Knot, or ſhould 
withdraw his Objection. 

Meeting with a pertinent Paſſage in an appro- 
ved Author upon this Argument, which may be 
call'd deciſive, at leaſt, which muſt have a great 
Weight with all learned Believers, I ſhall have 
their Pardon, if not Thanks for producing it. 
It may be read in Jean. Buxtorf, Exercit. Ad 
Hiſtoriam Serpentis nei P. 49 1. and is verba- 
tim as follows — 

Tuftinus Martyr, in Dialogo cum Tryphone 
Judæo, ſignificationem typicam habuiſle ſerpen- 
tem hunc æneum, ex eo colligit, quod Deus, 
qui omnem ſimilitudinem & imaginem fieri pro- 
hibuit, eam hic ipſe præcepit, & per illam ſalu- 
tem populo contulit. Verba ejus, Judzis allo- 
quentis, ſunt 

* Annon Deus is erat, qui per Moſer ſanxit 
nequa omnino fieret vel Imago, vel ſimilitudo, 
neque eorum quæ in cælo ſunt ſurſum, neque in 
terris deorſum ? Atque idem ipſe in ſolitudine 
per Moſen fieri fecit ſerpentem æneum, eumque 
pro ſigno ſtatuit, per quod ſervabantur, qui ſer- 
8 morſu lethaliter læſi fuerant; & extra 


D 2 omnem 
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omnem culpam eſt. Sacramentum namque ar- 
canum per hunc denunciavit, quo ſerpentis qui- 
dem, qui etiam prævaricationis ab Adamo com- 
miſſæ auctor fuerat, poteſtatem everſum iri ſig- 
nificabatur: ſalus autem credentibus in iſtum, 
qui per ſignum id adumbrabatur, & in cruce 
moriturus eſſe præmonſtrabatur, à ſerpentis mor- 
ſibus, qui ſunt actiones pravæ, idolorum cultus, 
& aliz iniquitates, promittebatur. Niſi enim 
hoc in animis veſtris conſideratum fuerit, date 
mihi rationem, cujus gratia æneum ſerpentem 
pro ſigno Moſes collocaverit, & inſpicere id qui 
morſu lædebantur præceperit, unde etiam illi cu- 
rabantur; cum quidem auctor juſſionis hujus 
fuerit is, qui nullam prorſus ſimilitudinem fieri 
juſſit? Ad quod unum e Judæis reſpondifſe refert; 
vera dixiſti (Et alius eorum qui altero advene- 
rant die, vera dixiſti &c. inquit — juxta interp. in 
Thirlbii Edit.) neque enim habemus, quam red- 
damus, rationem; nam & ipſe aliquoties de hoc 
Magiſtros noſtros ſum percontatus, nullus autem 
rationem explicuit. 

Had the A. D. been preſent at this 5 
and permitted to help at a dead Lift, the Jew 
might not have been ſo eaſily filenc'd, and the 
Point given up, His capital Argument againſt 
the Cherubim would conclude @ fortiori againſt 
the Hiſtory of the brazen Serpent. It could 

| have 


— 
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have been ſuggeſted, that this Prohibition was 
not barely a poſitive Law, and as ſuch repeal- 
able at Pleaſure, but that it was of a moral Na- 
ture and therefore immutable : For faith the A. 
D. the Reaſon of it ſubfiſted from the Beginning. 
When Moſes therefore ſays, make to or for 
thyſelf a brazen Serpent, he delivers a Precept in 
totidem verbis contradictory to an immutable 
Law — The Rabbi, tho' quick ſighted, dared 
not perhaps to make this Reply, neither dare I 
mark the Limits between diſpenſable and indiſ- 
penſable Laws, when enacted by infinite Power 
and Wiſdom — Whatever the Supreme Legiſla- 
tor ſays or does, I think is right; and upon that 
Principle, I ſhall ſubſcribe to whatever Moſes 
hath declared, and Juin, Irenzus or &c. &c. 
may have obſerv'd conformable thereto in the 
Caſe now before us, without farther Enquiry. 
The Naturales, I mean the Advocates for the 
Superiority of Natural Religion above revealed, 
and their Followers may lean to and obey the 
Dictates of their own Underſtanding I rate 
my Bible higher. 

The viſible and material Image of Seraphim, 
from whence the Spiritual is taken, is contained 
and exhibited in the Phraſe MiSHRePHOTH 
MIM, Pag. combuſtiones aquarum. Joſhua XI. 
—8. which were Therme hot Baths, Such as 


our 
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our Healing Springs are in the Place named The 


Bath. What theſe do for the Body, the Sera- 
pbim do for the Souls of Men, as from them flow 


Rivers of living Waters — The Word ſignifies 


likewiſe a burning or fiery Serpent. It may be 


-agreeable, I truſt, to a Reader to put theſe Obſer- 


vations together, and apply them for himſelf — He 
may ſee that theſe Senſes of the Word are ſet 
down in Robertſon, who was no Hutchinſonian. 

Both Teſtaments uſe the fame Word without 
any Tranſlation. 

But the III“. Section of the III“. Diſcourſe 
may be called Kar en the Section of Conjec- 
tures. The Etymologies of Cherub therein enu- 
merated, ſhew a Genius perfect in this Art, en- 
deavouring to pull down every Thing without 
building up any Thing. I muſt refer the Rea- 
der to the Chapter itſelf. One at leaſt of the 
Derivations here ſet down, confirms my Suſpi- 
cion of what was intended as a palmary Argu- 
ment, tho' hinted only I thought at firſt in P. 


256. I mean his deriving Cherub from a Word 
ſignifying aliguid Inſculptum — For this Purpoſe | 
he ſuppoſes an old Hebrew Word, not extant * 


viz. 2195 for Hieroglyphic P. 404. — But this 
Hebrew Word is now in Syriac it ſeems, tho 
once probably a Root in Hebrew. 


But 
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But farther, tho the pure Hebrew Expreſſion, 
becauſe us d but once, muſt give Place to others, 
where the Context differs, yet an adopted Syriac 
Word muſt govern, We find, where it is neceſſa- 
ry to ſupport. an Hypotheſis. Grant ſo much, 
and then even Prophets will be guilty of Idola- 
try by falling down before Figures, tho! ſet up 
by Gods own Appointment. Therefore the In- 
terpretation of Cherubim given by the Doctor's 
Opponents muſt be falſe, and one of the Doctor's 
may be right. But We have a right to inſiſt up- 
on a Proof of the Premiſſes, before this Conclu- 
ſion be admitted, eſpecially of that Propoſition, 
which muſt I conceive aſſert, that the typical 

Cherubic Faces were ſuch Images as were prohi- 
bited at Horeb by the ſecond Commandment, 
tho' before that Time they were plac'd at the 
> Entrance of the Garden at Eden, and in the Ta- 
. bernacle. For We muſt preſume, that the Fi- 
E gures in each Place were the fame, as the Word 
ö for them in each Place, where all four were ex- 
d hibited, is the ſame, dictated by the Self- ſame 
e Spirit who directed the Pens of his Amanuenſes. 
if || The A. D. hath taken great Pains to recom- 
mend and eſtabliſh hes Derivation. After he 
9 has ſhewn what a Linguiſt he is, and has ob- 
: ſerv'd that B. V. and F. are permutable Letters, 
he adds Now if 255 may be allow'd (but why?) 


ut ' to 
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tg. have been once us'd in the Hebrew Tongue, 
23. it ig. known. to have been us d in the Syriac 
Dialects.— viz. — in the Senſe of engraving Fi- 
gures, car ving Images &c. the Word Cberub, 
whieb-is regularly deriv' d from it, will yield a 
Senſe, which very well correſponds with the Uſe 
of the Words Cherub and Cherubim. 
I The, Reader may proceed with the Book, if 
he wants more. But Part of the preceeding Pa · 
ragraph. ſhall be here ſet down, where it is ob- 
ſery'd. that ona is explain d in Hehchius by 
Lagaf . In German, Graven. Angl. Sax. Grafan, 
Engliſh, Grave, engrave. French, Griffon or an 
imaginary Animal with the Body of a Lion, and 
with Face, Feet, and Wings of an Eagle, which 
never exiſted but in painting and Sculpture?!” 
How then could it come there? If Painting and 
Sculpture be copying ſome real Original, from 
what was this ſuppos d Copy taken, or to what 
Purpoſe was this odd compounded Figure exhi- 
bited ? O Man of Reaſon tell me why, +» ++ 
- Before I conclude this particular, I muit be 
allow'd to. obſerve, that in controverted Points; 
where two different Opinions are maintain'd, 
We may perceive that Etymological Evidence, 
whimſical as it may be, is good, Dignus cum Vine 
dice. Nedus Inciderit, or. when urg'd by one of 
the contending Parties, and the Inferences drawn 
from 
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from it muſt be receiv'd as real Truths. But 
ſuch Teſtimonies, and kind of Proof, when pro- 
duc'd on the other Side dwindle into mere Con- 
jecture, and are rejected as whimſical Crotchets, 
however founded upon a juſt Analyſis of Origi- 
nal Words, which expreſs the true Nature of 
Things. | 

Having thus paid my Reſpects to the A. D. 
in ſuch a Manner as I thought became me, 
and may prevent any Complaint of a lighting 
and contemptuous Silence, I muſt turn him over 
to ſuch of my Brother Combatants, or their Re- 
preſentatives in this Cauſe, as may be diſpoſed 
to add more by Way of Anſwer for themſelves; 
as I am too modeſt to make an Apology for 
Perſons of ſuperior Learning and Abilities, 
Should it be ſaid that the above Remarks are 
inſipid, as they are not ſeaſon'd with Wit or point- 
ed with Satire, I muſt confeſs the Charge, and 
own that I have no Diſpoſition or Talent for 
either. And I am the more eaſy under this De- 
fe as the A. D. ſeems to deſpiſe theſe Weapons, 
by ſo ſparingly uſing them. His Neglect of them 
therefore renders them leſs defirable by me, when 
it is at the ſame Time acknowledged that laying 
atide the Uſe of them by even the moſt ſkilful 
Managers is frequently an Indication of a Gene- 
rous and Great Mind; As drawing a Sword 
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upon a Man, who has none, or who knows 
not how to uſe it, is a Mark 2 
manly Spirit. 

The Public I hope, after reading the A. D's 
Exceptions and this Defence, will excuſe me for 
not complying with his Requeſt, which would 
perſuade me to give up what I think a Chriſtian 
_ Ontwork THUS ATTACKED. Such an 
Exhortation from a candid Diſquiſitor or Re- 
dieter would not have been ſarprizing ; but it 
is ſo from the candid and ſound Arch Deacon. 
How real ſoever the Reſpe& of this dignified 
Gentleman might be for me upon ſuch a Com- 
phance, I ſhould apprehend the Contempt of 
many fincere and ſound Believers by ſo doing; 
Beſides, Our gracious Maſter, whoſe Service 1 
am engag' d in, might diſcharge ſuch a puſillani- 
mous Subaltern, or inflict the Penalty of Treach- 
ery and Deſertion upon him. 
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POSTSC KEE 


HE above Strictures were no ſooner tranſ- 
crib'd. for the Preſs, than one of thoſe 
Friends, who advis'd their Publication, came to 
me with a ſmiling Cquntenance, telling me, 
that he had diſcovered more of my Qpponents, 
lacking at the Bottom, of a Page in the Monthly 
Review of September laſt, where they might pro- 
bably hope to eſcape the Notice of the injured 
Party. My Friend then pull'da little Pamphlet 
out of his Pocket, which he borrow'd from a 
Subſcribing Coffee-Houſe, and pointed to the 
Corner, wherein the little Slanderer, of whom 
he had receiv'd Information, lay ſnug, ſeeming- 
ly afraid of being reuiew'd. But upon opening 
the Leaf, I read theſe Words — 

The Name of this amazing Piece is The 
Chriſtian Plan, Price Three Shillings. It is not in 
Value worth Two Pence, This Gentleman is like- 
wiſe the Author of Elbu— Price Ten Shillings 
and Six-pence, but not really worth a Farthing.” 

Whether the Author or Authors of this Wit 
and Judgment may be of the Infidel, Deiſtical, 
or Arrian Tribe, I cannot ſay; but if he or 

E 2 they 
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they be of either, they were very ſincere, I am 


confident, in making this Declaration; as no 
ſuch would give Two Pence, or one Farthing for 
pure Chriſtianity, or for a Refutation of their 
own: Opinions: Neither would the Children of 
Darknels purchaſe Light at any Rate, or a Batt 
deſire Sun-ſhine. But perhaps, they would give 
the Price of a Review for theſe Books, had they 
been ſcaſon d with Hereſy and a little Raillery 
againſt; Orthodoxy and true Religion. Theſe 
Sons of Midas, who have erected themſelves 
into an High Court of Judicature, to try the 


Works of the Learned, and our Mother the 
Church of England, as their Anceſtots did in 


the laſt Century, the Head and Father of that 
Church, demonſtrate by this Specimen, and by 


the general. Tendency of their Performance, how 
well qualified they are for ſuch an Undertaking: 


The Members of both Courts reſemble each o. 


ther exactly, in their Natural and Acquir'd Abi- 


lities, in their Ends and Defigns. The former 
found the Body of the Mother 'murder'd ready 
to their Hands, and ſo they took off the Head 
without Dm or Remorſe. Wen latter 


2 The Name of the Parent is deferiptive. of * Offpring — 
Midas being, ay the Etymologiſts, quaſi ndx, As, nihil videns 
aut ſciens. He was diſtinguiſhed by a Pair of Aſſes Ears for a 
Critical Sentence againſt pe/lo in * of fl. 


Judges 
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Judges are beginning likewiſe with the Mother. 


the Father! Neither Part of our Conſtitution 


can ſubſiſt, I think, in a State of Separation. 

But I am moſtly ſurprized to feel, that theſe 
Inſects ſhould endeavour to prey upon any Pro- 
ductions of mine, inaſmuch as theſe Creatures 
of low Life are generally obſerved to fix upon 
the beſt Fruit. The Fly, the Waſp, and the 
Snail may commonly fo far direct the Taſte and 
Choice of Men: So that the Reviewers ſeem, 


by a Judicial Infatuation, to take a Method to 


raiſe the Price and Value of thoſe Commodities, 
which they would gladly depreciate. But I will 
try to account for this inconſiſtent Conduct in 
them. This Autumn was a cold Seaſon, and 
We have had very little or no well ripen'd Fruit; 
ſo that they have been oblig'd to take up with, 
and feed upon any unripen'd Shoots for a Sub- 
ſiſtence. But if the above produc'd Specimen 
can recommend the Writers thereof to the per- 
uſal and gracious Reception of any real Literati; 
it will indeed be amazing, and nothing elſe that 
ſhall happen afterwards will be ſo. „ohe 
There hath been in all Ages; more or leſs, a 
furious unaccountable Oppoſition to Chriſtianity, 
and the Perſous concern d therein have appear'd, 
like their Leader, in different Shapes and under 


Various 
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various Denominations. They are typically de- 
ſerib d by Moſes under the Character of fiery 
Serpents, perpetually watching Opportunities tor 
annoying and deſtroying, if they can, the Chil- 
dren of the true Mael in their Paſſage thro the 
Wilderneſs of this World. The real fiery Ser- 
pents at preſent, are the outrageous Aſſailants of 
the Defenders of Chriſtianity, or ſuch as profeſs 
and endeavour to propagate and eſtabliſh the 
fundamental Doctrines of our Holy Religion. 
The Nature of theſe Serpents is always the ſame, 
and they may be infallibly known by the Crite- 
rion Juſt ſet down. One of them hiſs d at the 
Chriſtian Plan upon its firſt Appearance, and 
ſpit forth his Venom in a Letter to the Author 
irom ſome Hole at Knights-bridge, as another of 
them has now done in this Note: I infer that 
the Letter and Note came from the ſame Quar- 
ter, from the falſe ſpelling, falſe reaſoning, and 
Arrianiſm of the Contents. Theſe Serpents 
can't bear an Exhibition of that Perſon, who was 
typified by the Brazen Serpent, who will moſt 
certainly deſtroy them ; but will cure and heal all 
bitten by theſe Vipers, upon their looking up to 
him with an Eye of Faith and Dependence upon 

In 
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In the Time of Moſes and downwards, theſe 
Wretches are called Sons of Belial, in the Mar- 
gin of our Bible, naughty Men. Doctor Greys 
Note upon Belijayal in the laſt Words of David 
obſerves, that the Word fignifies, according to 
the Jewiſh Maſters, a worthleſs, profligate Fel- 
low, and is commonly taken to be compounded 
of beli non & zayal proficiet — a Perſon-inca- 
pable of Improvement. But St. Jerom's Deriva- 
tion of it, adds the Doctor, from bel/i abſque & 
yo! jugum (quaſi fine jugo, quod impiur divine le- 
gis jugum ferre nolit) ſeems better ſuited to this 
Place, where the Sons of Belial are, with fingu- 
lar Propriety, put for the Enemies and Oppoſer: 
of Chriſt's Kingdom — Thoſe, who in the Lan- 
guage of the ſame Divine Pfalmiſt — that is 
of the Holy Ghoſt — take Counſel together again 
the Lord, and againft bis Anointed, ſaying, let us 
break their Bonds aſunder, and caſt | away their 
Cords from us, refuſing to ſubmit to that eaſy 
Yoke, which they are invited by himſelf to take 
upon them. 

Ali -—— Belial valet idem quad Latinum 
NEQUAM, (Judg. XIX. — 22.) gui nemini 
prodefſe ſed tantum obeſſe ſtudet. Satanæ tribuitur 
2 Cor. VI.— 15. Theſe are compared in the 
Book of Samuel in the laſt Words of David to 
Thorns. Thorns it ſeems, or the Growth of 

them 
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| them can't be totally or effectually ſtopped, but 
by burning them ; and the myſtical Thorns or 
Sons of Belial can be deſtroyed, or their Growth 
Popped by that Fire alone, which ſhall be lighted, 
| though long ago prepar'd, at the Laſt Day. 
ra ww IW WR render'd by Mr. Bate 
— They muſt be burnt with Fire to STOP 
them. 2 Sam. XXIII. 
In another Part of this Review, One M. 
Bannerman is introduced praying for my Soul, 
and the Souls of many true Beleivers, with all 
the WRITING SOULS againſt the Biſhop 
of Clogher, hoping, We know not what We do or 
what we write, This Gentleman or his Editors 
have, I think, that Pla to urge for themſelves, 
and I heartily pray to Chr:/t for their Forgiveneſs 
and Converſion, wiſhing they would look on 
him whom they have pierced, and apply to him 
in due Time for their own Pardon. But as their 
Founder can't pray Himſelf, and therefore could 
not and cannot teach his Diſciples to pray —— 


a M. Bunnerman's very own Nonſenſe according to the Re- 
view, ſelected by the delicate Taſte and Judgment of the Criti- 
cal Club for the Entertainment of the Literati of Great Britain, 
How much will the preſent Age and State of Literature be obli-, 
ged to theſe Compilers, if — Ex Uno diſce Omnes, may be a 
Rule of Judging, ſhould this Volume ſurvive the reſt a Century 
or two hence, and be pick'd up by a Ratolinſon or a Mead, at 
the Corner of Chancery Lane, Horſe-Guards &c. &c. ? . 
And 
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And as Our Founder and Inſtructor hath taught 
and commanded his Diſciples to forgive, and 
likewiſe to pray for His own and our Enemies 
— God, I hope, will endue M. Bannerman, if 
| ſuch a Man there be, and his Adherents, whe- 
| ther Reviewers or no, with Grace, Wiſdom and 


| Underſtanding. 

But M. Bannerman, and the Binders up of this 
Bandle of Rotten Sticks do me more Honour 
than they might intend, by affociating me more 


than once with * Oph:omaches; but had they 
> known the Meaning of this Name, they would 
F ſcarcely have paid him, or me ſuch a Compli- 
J ment. 

, In vain may theſe Retailers of Heretical No- 
5 tions pretend, that they convey only the Senti- 
1 ments of Others, without declaring their Own. 
1 Their Choice, Approbation, and Adoption of 
r ſuch Pieces, preferably to others, for the Uſe of the 
1 Public, as well as that Self- Complacency, which 
— is diſcoverable in what they communicate, and 


. a He and the Gentlemen of the Society may know from Dic- 
i- tionaries and ſuch Books, that this Word is a Greek Compound 
ſignifying a Fighter with Serpents; So that theſe People muſt 
have as ſtrong an Averſion to ſuch Antagoniſts, as the Old Ser- 
pent has to Him who will bruiſe his Head. They may take their 
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7 Prayers therefore back again to themſelves, as None can be ef- f 
at fectual, that are not Offered up in the alone prevailing Name of 

that God-Man, whom they Oppole. 
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their notorious Partiality in what they withhold 
from the View of the Public, plainly declare 
what Spirit they are of, or what Cauſe they 
would ſerve, Beſides various Omiſhons, Altera- 
tions, and Colourings in the Tranſcripts, Abridg- 
ments, and Narratives given by them, muſt ma- 
nifeſt the Intention of thoſe, who form and ex- 
hibit them. But ſuppoſe the Tale to be in ge- 
neral fairly told and nakedly repreſented — Yet 
the Spreaders of Hereſy and Blaſphemy, ſurely 
deſerve much ſorer Puniſhment than Spreaders 
of falſe News, who by our Laws are liable to 
Fines and Impriſonment. Our Laws likewiſe 
make no Difference between Principals and Ac- 
ceſſorys, in Offences and Crimes of an High and 
Dangerous Nature, Calumny and Blaſphemy 
are ſurely ſuch; So that the Propagators of them 
ſhould be treated in an equitable View, in the 
| fame Manner as the Author and Inventor. The 
; Father of theſe pernicious Lies muſt probably 
; intend to involve the Retailers of them in the 


N ſame Guilt, that he may have the Pleaſure of 
ſeeing them ſuffer the ſame Pains and Penalties. 

= - Both the Sins juſt mentioned are deſcrib'd, and 
fo carry their Malignity in the Names of Aa- 

* Y. and PrarOypuer. Barnes, o me Pres 
N Aiabihes, In facris literis dicitur qui 

SATAN Hebræis, vel quod Deum apud homi- 

| nes 
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nes calumnietur, vel quòd hominibus Deum 
infenſum reddat. Scapula. So that Calumny 
and Blaſphemy differ principally, if not ſolely, 
as to the Object againſt which they are directed. 
Throwing ſuch Dirt or Darts at, and againſt 
our Brother is term'd Calumny ; but ſpeaking e- 
vil, or diſhonourably of our God and Saviour, is 
properly call'd Blaſphemy. But I call not for 
Fire from Heaven to deſtroy theſe Naughty Men, 
nor for the Help of the Civil or Ecclefiaſtical 
Power. to puniſh or controul them ; but leave 
the proper Powers to their own Time and Me- 
thod of exerciſing that Juriſdiction, which the 
Laws of God and Man have inveſted them with, 
for the Puniſhment of Wickedneſs and Vice, and 
the Maintenance of God's true Religion and Vir- 
tue. How can We deny or envy them the Be- 
nefit of that long-ſuffering, to which ſo many 
of Us owe at preſent our own Hopes of Mercy 
and Salvation? May this Goodneſs of God lead 
them likewiſe to Repentance ! But I muſt ob- 
ſerve farther, upon their citing Ladies Memoirs 
and Authorities to countenance what they want 
to ſpread, that there is ſomething very extraor- 
dinary, unnatural, ungenerous, and out of Cha- 
racer, in ſuch Treatment and Abuſe. The moſt 
ſenſible and the beſt of the female Sex abhor, I 
doubt not, the Repreſentations of the Reviewers, 
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and the fooliſh Speeches that are made for them, 
It is cruel in the Members of this Critical Club 
to perſonate Ladies of good Characters, and aſ- 
fume the Names of ſuch Worthies to ſhelter 
their own vile Notions, and ſcreen themſelves 
from Public Contempt and Abhorrence. But 
theſe Writers are obliged to uſe fictitious Names 
for this Purpoſe, as they are conſcious that they 
cannot pick out of the whole Nation real Ones 
enough, whom they dare to charge with utter- 
ing ſo much Stupidity and Impiety. The La- 
dies of Great Britain have not ſo learned Chriſt. 
If an impartial Spectator would viſit the Churches 
of our Metropolis at Morning and Evening Pray- 
er, he might ſee there devout Women not a few 
adoring and invoking God the Son, Redeemer 
of the World, and celebrating the Praiſes of the 
Bleſſed Trinity; and I think he would fee more 
ſuch female Worthies in One Congregation, 
than Reviewers, or Members of the Critical Club 
in all the Churches put together. 

I muſt confeſs, that I had no Expectation of 
any Attack from theſe Gentlemen, after a Si- 
lence and Forbearance of ſome Years, My in- 
nocent Offspring had paſſed thro' the Town 
without any Moleſtation from the barking Crew 
at their Heels. As ſoon therefore as I ſaw and 
heard them, a gentle Correction with the End 

. of 


[ 45 ] 

of my Whip might, I thought, be a proper Chaſ- 
tiſement and a ſeaſonable Admonition for their 
Retreat and Return. They may now run yelp- 
ing Home to their reſpective Wheels or Kennells; 
for they are not allowed to follow the Example 
of the A. D. in ſo flow a Purſuit, unleſs they 
will imitate him likewiſe by a noble — 
of the true Faith. 

It hath been Matter of Wonder how a Sett of 
Men calling themſelves Chriſtians could unite in 
ſuch an unchriſtian Scheme. But it will not be 
ſo wonderful, ſhould a Diſſenting Teacher, who 
is likewiſe an Arrian, be the Principal Perſon 
who has the chief Care of ſupplying this Garden 
with its Collection of Flowers ſay Arrian— 
for a * Pyke or a Lavington would deteſt ſuch an 
Imployment. 

If I have dwelt too long upon my Subject, 
the glorious Cauſe, which I am attempting to 
ſupport and promote, will juſtify that, and any 
uncommon Warmth or even Aſperity of Expreſ- 
ſion, that may have dropt from my Pen upon 
this Occafion. My great Antipathy to the Crea- 
tures, that laid themſelves unexpectedly in my 
Way, prompted a Deſire of removing them out 
of my Sight. Virgil's much admired Image of 
the Surprize which a Perſon who treads unawares 

a Two learned Diſſenting Miniſters at Londen and? Exeter. 
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upon a Serpent, is partly applicable to my Cir- 
cumſtances in a like Situation. Methinks I fee 
One of the moſt angry amongſt the Serpents, I 
am fighting with, darting out the little Tongue 
in an impotent Fury, and from this gentle Preſ- 
{ure upon him 


Attollentem iras, & cœrula colla tumentem 


— With Rage 
Heaving his ſpeckled Neck. 
According to the WRITING SOUL of Trapp. 


But I ſhall now proceed in a more agreeable 
Path, more clear and free from ſuch Objects. 
Hereafter the Reſolution of the Engliſh Poet 
upon a like Occaſion ſhall determine mine — 


When the Reviewers draw their Venal Quill, 
III with them a good Dinner, and fit ſtill. 
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